
Loose Trailers and Failed Hitches Cause a Different Kind of Alabama 

Crash 

When a Trailer Becomes a Danger on the Highway 

Loose trailers and failed hitches cause a different kind of Alabama crash, one where an object 

meant to follow quietly behind another vehicle suddenly becomes an unguided hazard. A boat 

trailer swinging into the next lane on I-65 or a camper fishtailing into passing traffic can weigh 

hundreds or thousands of pounds. 

These crashes deserve their own conversation, separate from unsecured cargo claims involving 

commercial 18-wheelers. This is about the boat trailer headed to Mobile Bay, the landscaping 

trailer loaded for a job site, the camper pulled behind a family SUV, and the vehicle towed on a 

dolly during a move or repossession. 

Insurance adjusters often treat these crashes as freak accidents with nobody really at fault. 

That framing rarely holds up once the hitch, the chains, and the maintenance history get a 

closer look, which is the kind of digging an Alabama car accident lawyer does before accepting 

an insurance company's version of events. 

Key Takeaways 

• Trailer Crashes Are Usually Preventable: Hitch mismatches, worn hardware, missing 

chains, and overloading cause most separations and sway crashes. 

• More Than the Driver May Be Responsible: Rental companies, repair shops, and 

equipment manufacturers can share responsibility for a trailer failure. 

• Evidence Disappears Fast: Hitches, couplers, and chains are often repaired or thrown 

away within days unless someone asks that they be preserved. 

• Alabama's Fault Rule Is Strict: Under contributory negligence, an insurance company 

only needs to show minimal fault by the victim to try to block a claim. 

 

Why Trailer Accidents Are Different From Other Alabama Crashes 

A loose trailer doesn't behave like a car that loses control. It sways, jackknifes, or separates 

entirely because of physics unique to towed loads, and tongue weight (how much of the 

trailer's weight presses down on the hitch), the trailer's weight compared with the tow 

vehicle's, and the hitch class all interact in ways most drivers never learn to evaluate. 

When any one of those factors is off, even slightly, the trailer can start to sway at highway 

speed and pull the tow vehicle with it. That's a failure of judgment or maintenance, not an 

unavoidable accident, and Alabama law treats it that way when negligence is involved. 
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That distinction matters for anyone hurt in one of these crashes. A claim built around a 

mechanical explanation, rather than just a description of what happened, tends to hold up far 

better against an insurance company looking for a reason to deny it. 

What Causes a Trailer to Separate or Lose Control on Alabama Roads 

Most detachment and sway accidents trace back to a handful of preventable causes. Identifying 

which one applies is often the difference between a denied claim and a successful one: 

• Improper Hitch Class or Weight Mismatch: Using a hitch rated for a lighter load than 

the trailer actually weighs increases the risk of failure under stress. 

• Missing or Improperly Crossed Safety Chains: Safety chains crossed under the trailer 

tongue keep it from dropping to the road during a separation; skipping that step can 

leave a trailer uncontrolled. 

• Worn or Corroded Couplers and Ball Mounts: Corrosion and metal fatigue on 

connection hardware often go unnoticed until the moment they finally fail on the road. 

• Uneven or Excessive Load Weight: Overloading a trailer or distributing weight unevenly 

changes how it handles and increases sway risk dramatically. 

• Underinflated or Dry-Rotted Trailer Tires: Trailer tires often sit unused for months, and 

dry rot or low pressure can cause blowouts that trigger sudden loss of control. 

• Skipping Weight-Distribution or Sway-Control Equipment: Heavier trailers often need 

this equipment to stay stable, and going without it turns a highway trip into a hazard. 

Pinning down which failure caused a specific crash usually requires pulling maintenance 

records, rental paperwork, or manufacturer specifications before that evidence disappears. 

That's work an attorney is positioned to handle quickly, often within days of the crash. 

Common Types of Trailers Involved in Alabama Towing Accidents 

Different trailers create different risks on Alabama roads, and each has its own pattern of 

failure that shapes how a claim gets built. The table below shows the most common types and 

the risks they carry. 

 



 

Trailer Type Common Risk 

Boat trailers Sway on routes to Mobile Bay and the Gulf 

Coast when tongue weight isn't balanced for 

the vessel 

Utility and landscaping trailers Overloading, missing tie-downs, and 

equipment or debris falling into the roadway 

Camper and RV trailers Jackknifing on interstates, especially behind 

a vehicle not rated for the load 

Towed vehicles on dollies or flatbeds Improper attachment during moves or 

repossessions that lets a vehicle break free 

 

Knowing which category a case falls into helps an attorney anticipate the defenses a driver, 

rental company, or manufacturer is likely to raise. Preparing for those arguments early can keep 

an insurance company from steering the claim off course. 

Who Can Be Held Responsible When a Trailer Causes a Crash 

Responsibility in a trailer accident often extends further than the driver behind the wheel. The 

towing driver can be held responsible (liable) for negligent attachment, overloading, or failing 

to inspect the hitch and chains, and a rental company can share responsibility if its staff 

mismatched equipment or skipped a basic inspection. 

If a hitch, coupler, or safety chain was defective when it left the factory, the manufacturer may 

bear responsibility too. A repair shop that recently serviced the hitch assembly or coupler can 

also be responsible if negligent work caused the failure. 

Sorting out which parties actually caused the crash is rarely simple. Alabama's contributory 

negligence rule raises the stakes, since an insurance company only has to prove the injured 

person was even slightly at fault to try to block recovery entirely, which is why a thorough 

investigation matters from the start. 

Rental Company Responsibility for Alabama Towing Accidents 

Companies that rent out trailers, boats, campers, or towing vehicles owe customers more than 

a set of keys. They have a duty to match hitch class to the trailer, inspect safety chains and 

coupler hardware before every rental, and disclose weight capacity limits clearly. 
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When a rental company skips these steps to move customers through faster, the resulting crash 

often traces directly back to that shortcut. Rental paperwork, checkout inspection logs, and 

staff training records can all become evidence once a claim is investigated properly. 

These claims can move forward alongside a claim against the towing driver. Rental companies 

and their insurance companies rarely hand over this kind of documentation voluntarily, which is 

where legal pressure tends to make the difference. 

Proving Negligence in a Loose Trailer or Failed Hitch Case 

A strong claim after a trailer accident depends on preserving evidence before it disappears, 

since much of what proves fault gets repaired, replaced, or discarded within days. Key evidence 

often includes: 

• Hitch and Coupler Inspection: Documenting mismatched hardware, visible corrosion, or 

missing hitch pins before the trailer is repaired or thrown away. 

• Weight and Load Documentation: Rental agreements, receipts, or scale tickets that 

show the trailer was loaded beyond its rated capacity. 

• Maintenance and Rental Records: Service history on the hitch assembly or checkout 

paperwork showing what was inspected, if anything, before the trailer left the lot. 

• Witness Accounts and Dashcam Footage: Video or eyewitness accounts of the exact 

moment the trailer separated or began to sway, often some of the most persuasive 

evidence. 

Gathering this evidence quickly is one of the clearest reasons injured drivers bring in an 

attorney early. Waiting to see how an insurance company responds can mean the hitch, chains, 

and paperwork are gone by the time anyone asks for them. 

Injuries Common in Trailer Detachment and Sway Accidents 

A trailer that separates, overturns, or swings into another lane can strike a vehicle from an 

angle its safety systems weren't designed to absorb. Occupants may face a direct side impact, 

intrusion into the passenger compartment, or crushing forces from a trailer that outweighs the 

vehicle it hits. Common injuries include: 

• Traumatic Brain Injuries: A violent impact can cause concussions, brain bleeding, 

memory problems, personality changes, and permanent cognitive impairment. 

• Spinal Cord Injuries: Damage to the spine may cause chronic pain, reduced mobility, 

nerve damage, or partial or complete paralysis. 

• Crush Injuries: Passenger-compartment intrusion can compress the chest, abdomen, 

arms, or legs, damaging muscles, nerves, and internal organs. 

• Broken and Shattered Bones: Trailer impacts can cause complex fractures of the arms, 

legs, pelvis, ribs, and face that require surgery and implanted hardware. 
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• Internal Organ Damage: Blunt-force trauma may injure the liver, spleen, kidneys, or 

lungs and cause internal bleeding that isn't immediately visible. 

• Amputation Injuries: A limb may be severed in the crash or require surgical amputation 

when crushing or vascular damage prevents saving it. 

• Severe Lacerations and Scarring: Broken glass, torn metal, and exposed trailer parts can 

cause deep wounds, nerve damage, infection, and permanent disfigurement. 

These injuries may require surgery, hospitalization, rehabilitation, home modifications, and 

years of follow-up care. A trailer accident claim must account for those future consequences as 

well as the bills and income already lost, since photographs of vehicle damage alone can't show 

the full cost of a catastrophic injury. 

Preserving Evidence After an Alabama Trailer Accident 

The hours right after a trailer accident matter more than most people realize. The physical 

evidence of what failed often disappears the moment repairs begin, so a few early steps can 

protect a future claim: 

• Photograph the Hitch and Chains: Capture the coupler, ball mount, and safety chains 

from several angles before the trailer is moved or repaired. 

• Collect Insurance and Rental Information: Get the towing vehicle's insurance details 

and, if a rental company was involved, its business name and location. 

• Ask That Repairs Wait: Request that the trailer not be repaired or disposed of until it 

can be independently inspected by a qualified expert. 

Following these steps preserves the exact evidence an attorney needs to build a case. Skipping 

them can make it far harder to prove what went wrong once the trailer and its hardware are 

gone. 

Get Help Understanding an Alabama Trailer Accident Claim 

A loose trailer or failed hitch can turn an ordinary Alabama highway trip into a life-changing 

event in seconds. Untangling who's responsible often means looking well past the person 

behind the wheel to a rental company, an equipment manufacturer, or a repair shop that cut 

corners. 

Our attorneys at Dean Waite & Associates, LLC trace that kind of responsibility through every 

link in the chain, investigating the hardware, the maintenance history, and the rental 

paperwork. Our record in serious vehicle accident cases includes a $3.5 million settlement after 

a fatal Mobile County truck crash. 

There are no upfront costs and no legal fees of any kind unless we win the case. Contact us to 

talk through what happened and find out what options are available to you and your family. 
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