
Burn Injuries After Alabama Car and Truck Accidents 

Vehicle Fires Can Leave Survivors With Lifelong Injuries 

Burn injuries after Alabama car and truck accidents can be far more devastating than the 

impact itself. Damaged fuel systems, electrical components, batteries, and hazardous cargo can 

ignite after a crash, exposing occupants to flames, toxic smoke, corrosive chemicals, and 

extreme heat, sometimes while crushed doors or jammed restraints keep them from escaping. 

Burn injuries often require far more than emergency room treatment. A survivor may undergo 

repeated operations, skin grafting, infection treatment, physical therapy, and reconstructive 

surgery, while smoke inhalation, visible scarring, and memories of being trapped can cause 

lasting physical and psychological harm. 

An Alabama car accident lawyer investigating a vehicle-fire case has to determine who caused 

the collision and why that collision led to a fire. The negligent driver may be responsible, but so 

may a trucking company, maintenance provider, automaker, or parts manufacturer whose 

conduct or defective product made the injuries far worse. 

What to Know 

• A Fire Adds a Second Layer of Harm: The question becomes not only who caused the 

crash, but what allowed a fire to start and spread afterward. 

• Burn Recovery Takes a Long Time: Severe burns can mean a year or more of 

surgeries, skin grafts, wound care, and therapy. 

• Several Parties May Share Responsibility: Drivers, trucking companies, cargo 

owners, repair shops, and manufacturers can each play a role. 

• Early Offers Often Fall Short: Insurance companies may value a claim on early 

hospital bills instead of the treatment still ahead. 

 

How Vehicle and Truck Fires Start After Alabama Crashes 

Passenger vehicle fires most often trace back to a ruptured fuel line, a punctured fuel tank, or 

wiring and battery systems damaged badly enough to spark. Federal fuel system standards 

have reduced fires from tank rupture, but rear-impact and high-speed crashes can still 

overwhelm those protections, especially when a heavier vehicle strikes a lighter one. 

Commercial truck crashes carry a different fire risk. A tanker rollover or punctured cargo tank 

carrying fuel or hazardous chemicals can ignite and spread far faster than a typical vehicle fire, 

and these crashes usually point responsibility toward a trucking company or cargo owner, not 

just the driver. 
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In both situations, the fire becomes a separate source of harm, and that distinction matters 

when a claim gets built. The investigation shifts from the moment of impact to what allowed a 

fire to start and spread, a question that often points to more than one responsible party. 

Types of Burn Injuries Seen in Alabama Crash Cases 

Not every crash fire causes the same kind of harm, and the type of burn has a direct effect on 

how serious, and how expensive, recovery will be. The table below shows the main types. 

Type of Burn How It Happens in a Crash 

Thermal burns Direct contact with flames, hot metal, or 

engine components 

Chemical burns Battery acid, coolant, or fuel contacting the 

skin before or during a fire 

Electrical burns Live current from damaged wiring or battery 

systems, which can injure tissue deeper than 

the surface shows 

Smoke and chemical inhalation Breathing in combustion byproducts, which 

can damage the airway and lungs even 

without direct flame contact 

 

Burn severity is measured by depth (the degree of the burn) and by how much of the body is 

affected, and both drive medical cost and long-term impact. Getting that classification right 

early, with proper medical documentation, directly affects what a claim is ultimately worth. 

Medical Treatment for Severe Burn Injuries 

Occupants trapped by a jammed door, a stuck seatbelt, or a deployed airbag often suffer worse 

burns and more smoke inhalation because of how long it takes to get them out. Every minute of 

delay in a burning vehicle can make injuries more severe. 

Severe burns frequently require skin grafting and reconstructive surgery across several 

procedures spaced out over months. Infection is a serious risk throughout recovery, since 

burned skin loses much of its ability to fight bacteria, and a single infection can add weeks to a 

hospital stay or lead to more surgery. 

Where a broken bone might heal in six to eight weeks, burn recovery can stretch across a year 

or more of surgeries, wound care, and therapy. That timeline has to be accounted for when a 

claim is calculated, rather than settling early based on the first hospital bills. 



The Lasting Impact of Burn Injuries 

Scarring from a serious burn is often permanent, and its location matters as much as its size. 

Visible scarring on the face, hands, or neck carries a different kind of harm than scarring hidden 

under clothing, both medically and in how a person is treated by others. 

The psychological toll of a burn injury tends to run deeper than the distress typical of other 

crash injuries. Survivors often deal with post-traumatic stress tied to fire, along with anxiety 

about their appearance and, in some cases, depression linked to permanent disfigurement. 

Work capacity can also take a lasting hit. Burns that limit hand movement or leave visible 

scarring in a client-facing job can affect a person’s ability to earn a living long after the wounds 

have closed, a consequence insurance companies routinely underestimate. 

Who Can Be Held Responsible for a Burn Injury Crash 

A fire adds a second layer of harm on top of the original collision, so more than one party can 

often be held accountable. Potentially responsible parties include: 

• The At-Fault Driver: The driver who caused the underlying collision that led to the fire 

can be held responsible for the resulting burns. 

• A Vehicle or Parts Manufacturer: A defective fuel system, battery, or wiring design that 

helped the fire start or spread can support a separate product liability claim. 

• A Trucking Company or Cargo Owner: Hazardous or flammable cargo that wasn’t 

properly secured, labeled, or maintained before the crash can shift responsibility to the 

company. 

• A Maintenance or Repair Shop: Earlier negligent repair work on a fuel system or 

electrical component can make a shop responsible if it contributed to the failure. 

Alabama handles defective product claims under the Alabama Extended Manufacturer’s 

Liability Doctrine, which requires showing the product was unreasonably dangerous when it left 

the manufacturer. Missing a manufacturer or cargo owner in the investigation can mean leaving 

real compensation on the table, since a burn claim’s value often depends on more than one 

insurance policy. 

Compensation for Burn Injury Victims in Alabama 

Compensation in a burn injury case usually starts with medical costs, including emergency 

treatment and every future surgery, skin graft, and round of therapy tied to the injury. Lost 

income is often significant given how long recovery takes, and permanent disability can extend 

that loss well beyond the first months away from work. 

Compensation can also account for the physical pain, disfigurement, and psychological trauma 

unique to a burn injury. Those losses shouldn’t be treated the same as compensation for a 

broken bone or soft tissue injury. 
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Insurance companies frequently undervalue burn claims by focusing on early medical bills 

instead of the surgeries and therapy still ahead. Getting an accurate, forward-looking valuation 

is one of the clearest reasons burn victims bring in legal representation before accepting a 

settlement offer. 

Burn Injury Crash Victims, Don’t Hesitate ... Call Dean Waite! 

Burn injury cases are some of the most complicated claims to build after an Alabama crash. 

They combine long-term medical treatment with possible product liability and hazardous cargo 

claims layered on top of a standard car or truck accident case. 

Our attorneys at Dean Waite & Associates, LLC investigate every source of responsibility in a 

burn injury crash, from the driver who caused the collision to the manufacturer or trucking 

company whose negligence turned it into a fire. We work directly with medical providers to 

understand the full scope of treatment, both what has happened and what’s still ahead, so a 

claim isn’t settled short. 

There are no upfront costs and no legal fees of any kind unless we recover compensation. 

Contact us to talk through what happened and what options are available for moving forward. 
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