
How to Prove Fault in an Alabama Motorcycle Accident Claim 

Don’t Hesitate. The Stakes Are Higher for Riders. 

Motorcyclists face an uphill battle after a crash that other drivers rarely encounter. Insurance 
adjusters and juries often carry built-in assumptions about riders, treating a motorcyclist as 
reckless or partly to blame before any evidence has even been reviewed. In Alabama, that bias 
carries far higher stakes than in most other states, which is exactly why a rider hurt in a crash 
needs a Mobile motorcycle accident lawyer who knows how to counter it from the outset. 

Alabama is one of the few states that still follows pure contributory negligence, a rule that bars 
an injured person from recovering any compensation if they’re found even 1% at fault for the 
crash. For a car accident victim, that rule is already unforgiving. For a motorcyclist facing an 
insurer’s default assumptions about speed, gear, and riding habits, it can mean the difference 
between a fully compensated claim and no recovery at all. 

Proving fault in a motorcycle case isn't just about maximizing a settlement. It's about 
establishing, cleanly and convincingly, how the crash occurred while countering attempts to 
place blame on the rider. 

Common Causes of Alabama Motorcycle Accidents 

Motorcycle crashes tend to follow recognizable patterns, and identifying which pattern applies 
to a specific wreck is often the first step toward building a strong fault case. 

• Left-Turn Vehicles: Drivers turning left at intersections frequently fail to see an oncoming 
motorcycle or misjudge its speed and distance. 

• Distracted Drivers: A driver glancing at a phone or dashboard screen can miss a 
motorcyclist entirely, especially in heavier traffic. 

• Unsafe Lane Changes: Motorcycles occupy a smaller visual footprint, and drivers 
changing lanes without a full check often merge directly into a rider’s path. 

• Failure to Yield at Intersections: Drivers pulling out from side streets or parking lots 
often misjudge how quickly an approaching motorcycle is closing the distance. 

• Following Too Closely: A driver tailgating a motorcycle has little time to react if the rider 
brakes suddenly for road debris or traffic ahead. 

• Overlooked Road Hazards: Potholes, loose gravel, and uneven pavement pose a far 
greater danger to a motorcycle than to a passenger vehicle, and poor road maintenance 
can shift responsibility onto a government entity. 
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Pinning down the exact cause of a crash takes more than a quick look at the police report. It 
often requires a legal team that knows which evidence to preserve before it disappears and 
which questions to ask that an initial investigation might miss. 

What Evidence Proves Fault in a Motorcycle Crash 

Motorcycle accident evidence has a shorter shelf life than evidence in a typical car accident 
case. Bikes get towed and scrapped quickly, riding gear gets discarded at the scene or in the 
ambulance, and skid marks fade within days. Building a strong fault case means moving fast to 
capture what won’t be there for long. 

• Police Reports: The responding officer’s initial assessment, witness contact information, 
and any citations issued at the scene all become part of the official record. 

• Scene Photos and Video: Skid marks, debris fields, vehicle positioning, and traffic signals 
or signage at the time of the crash help reconstruct exactly how the collision unfolded. 

• Vehicle Damage Patterns: The location and pattern of damage on both vehicles often 
support or contradict a driver’s account of what happened. 

• Witness Statements: Bystanders can confirm details a driver later disputes, such as who 
had the right of way or whether a turn signal was used. 

• Traffic and Surveillance Camera Footage: Nearby businesses, intersections, or traffic 
cameras sometimes capture the crash directly, offering an unbiased account of how it 
happened. 

• Cell Phone Records: Records showing whether the other driver was on a call or using an 
app at the time of the crash can establish distraction as a contributing cause. 

Gathering all of this evidence quickly, before memories fade and physical evidence is lost, often 
determines how strong the eventual fault case will be. 

Overcoming Bias Against Motorcyclists in Fault Disputes 

Beyond the physical evidence, motorcycle claims often have to overcome assumptions by the 
insurance company that have nothing to do with what actually happened in the crash. 

• Assumed Excessive Speed: Adjusters sometimes assume a motorcyclist was speeding 
simply because of the type of vehicle involved, without any evidence to support that 
conclusion. 

• Assumed Lack of Protective Gear: Alabama law requires motorcycle riders to wear 
approved protective headgear. Insurers may raise a rider’s helmet use when disputing a 
claim. 
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• Assumed Lane Splitting: Insurers occasionally suggest a rider was weaving between 
lanes, a practice that is not legal in Alabama, based on stereotype rather than actual 
evidence from the scene. 

• Assumed Rider Inexperience: A driver’s account of a crash sometimes leans on the idea 
that the motorcyclist reacted unpredictably, an assumption that rarely holds up against 
witness statements and physical evidence. 

Each of these assumptions can be challenged directly with the right evidence, but only if 
someone is looking for them. A legal team experienced in motorcycle claims knows to anticipate 
these arguments before the insurance company even raises them. 

Who Can Be Held Liable Beyond the Other Driver? 

While the other motorist is usually the primary target of a motorcycle claim, liability can extend 
further depending on the facts of the crash. A government entity responsible for road 
maintenance may share liability if a poorly maintained road surface or a missing warning sign 
contributed to the wreck. In a multi-vehicle crash, the negligence of more than one driver may 
contribute to the collision, making it important to identify every potentially liable party. 

An employer may also be liable if the at-fault driver was acting within the scope of their 
employment when the crash occurred. In rarer cases, a defective motorcycle part or a vehicle 
component failure can shift some responsibility onto a manufacturer. 

Identifying every potentially liable party often requires digging past the initial police report and 
insurance information exchanged at the scene, which is exactly the kind of investigation that 
shapes a stronger claim from the outset. 

What Compensation May Be Available? 

Once fault has been established, an injured motorcyclist can pursue compensation for the full 
scope of what the crash actually cost, not just the immediate medical bills. 

• Medical Expenses: Emergency treatment, surgery, rehabilitation, and any ongoing care 
tied directly to injuries from the crash. 

• Lost Income: Wages missed during recovery, along with the long-term financial impact if 
the injuries limit future earning capacity. 

• Pain and Suffering: Compensation for the physical pain and emotional toll of a serious 
motorcycle crash, which is often more severe than injuries from a typical car accident. 

• Property Damage: The cost of repairing or replacing the motorcycle itself, along with 
any damaged riding gear. 



The strength of the fault case directly affects the claim, since a clean, well-documented case 
leaves the insurance company far less room to dispute liability or argue that the rider 
contributed to the crash. 

Put Your Trust in an Alabama Motorcycle Accident Attorney 

Motorcycle crashes carry a level of bias and legal risk that other accident claims simply don’t 
face in Alabama, and contributory negligence means there’s little room for error in proving who 
was actually at fault. 

Put your trust in Dean Waite & Associates, LLC to investigate every detail of the crash, challenge 
the assumptions insurance companies make about riders, and build the strongest possible case 
for full compensation. Our case results include $350,000 for a motorcycle crash.  

Contact us for a free consultation wherever is most convenient for you, whether that’s our 
office, your home, or your hospital room. We simply want to help you get your life back on 
track. 
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