
When Tire Blowouts Lead to Catastrophic Truck Accidents on Alabama 

Highways 

An experienced attorney can fight to hold negligent parties accountable 

A fully loaded 18-wheeler traveling along I-10 or I-65 near Mobile can become a deadly weapon 

the moment a tire fails. A single blowout at highway speed can cause a driver to lose control, 

veer into other lanes, and crush smaller vehicles in its path. These truck tire blowout accidents 

often result in devastating injuries, fatalities, and massive property damage. 

Tire blowouts aren’t just random accidents. In most cases, they occur because someone failed 

to perform proper maintenance, overburdened the truck, or ignored safety warnings. Despite 

strict federal regulations that require regular inspections, many trucking companies cut corners 

to save time and money. 

When a tire fails, it is not enough to know what happened. It is necessary to prove why it 

happened and who is responsible. That process is often complex, involving multiple parties and 

overlapping laws that demand experience and persistence to navigate. An experienced 

Alabama truck accident lawyer can investigate every contributing factor, identify all liable 

parties, and build the strong evidence needed to hold them accountable. 

Why truck tire blowouts are so dangerous 

A tire blowout on a heavy commercial truck creates an immediate and violent loss of control. 

The vehicle’s weight shifts suddenly, and a driver may swerve, overcorrect, or jackknife across 

multiple lanes. The danger is magnified on Alabama’s major interstates, where high speeds and 

dense traffic give other drivers little time to react. 

The hot Gulf Coast climate also plays a role. Prolonged exposure to heat and friction can cause 

tires to deteriorate more quickly. Combined with long-distance hauls and heavy cargo, these 

conditions increase the likelihood of tire failure. 

The consequences are often catastrophic. Victims may face permanent injuries, extensive 

medical treatment, or the loss of a loved one. Determining whether the blowout was caused by 

negligence or a manufacturing defect becomes critical in securing fair compensation. 

Common causes of tire blowouts on Alabama roads 

Most truck tire failures can be traced to avoidable mistakes or neglect. Identifying the cause is 

key to proving fault and ensuring that those responsible are held accountable. Frequent causes 

of tire failures on Alabama roads include: 
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• Neglected maintenance: Skipped inspections or failure to replace worn, cracked, or 

aged tires. 

• Improper inflation: Tires that are overinflated or underinflated, leading to heat buildup 

and structural weakness. 

• Overloaded trailers: Excessive cargo weight that exceeds manufacturer limits and 

strains the tires. 

• Heat and friction: High Alabama temperatures that cause rubber breakdown and 

increase internal pressure. 

• Defective tires: Manufacturing flaws or design defects that lead to premature failure or 

tread separation. 

• Road hazards and debris: Damaged highways or debris that puncture or tear tires. 

Establishing which one of these factors applies requires detailed investigation, access to 

maintenance logs, and consultation with technical experts. Trucking companies and insurers 

often resist sharing this information, making skilled legal intervention critical to uncover the 

truth. 

Who is liable when a tire blowout causes a truck accident? 

Liability in a blowout-related truck crash often includes more than one party. Several individuals 

or companies may share responsibility for the conditions that caused the failure. Potentially 

liable parties include: 

• Trucking companies: Required to maintain vehicles, inspect tires regularly, and replace 

unsafe equipment. 

• Maintenance contractors: Accountable for improper repairs, skipped services, or 

falsified inspection reports. 

• Cargo loaders or shippers: Responsible for overloading or uneven cargo that stresses 

tires. 

• Tire manufacturers and distributors: Liable for defective materials, production flaws, or 

poor quality control. 

Determining fault requires reviewing work orders, tire purchase records, and inspection logs. In 

some cases, internal company policies or driver training deficiencies reveal patterns of 

negligence. Because evidence can be quickly altered or destroyed, prompt action is essential 

after a blowout crash. 

How Alabama law handles negligence and product liability 

Truck tire blowout cases in Alabama often involve both negligence and product liability claims. 

Each provides a separate path to holding wrongdoers accountable. 



Negligence claims arise when a trucking company, mechanic, or driver fails to meet a 

reasonable standard of care. This might involve ignoring tread wear, skipping inspections, or 

violating Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) regulations. Product liability, on 

the other hand, focuses on defective tires that fail due to poor design, substandard materials, 

or manufacturing errors. 

Sometimes both apply. A trucking company may be negligent for continuing to use a tire it 

knew was defective, while the manufacturer may be responsible for creating the defect in the 

first place. Alabama’s contributory negligence rule makes these cases even more challenging. If 

an injured person is found even slightly at fault, their recovery may be barred entirely. That is 

why these claims demand detailed preparation, technical evidence, and strategic legal skill. 

Evidence that proves fault after a blowout 

Proving what caused a tire blowout and who is to blame requires more than photographs of the 

crash scene. Trucking companies frequently claim that blowouts are random mechanical 

failures. Strong, well-preserved evidence is the key to showing otherwise and may include: 

• Tire and rim analysis: Forensic testing that identifies defects, impact points, and 

underinflation signs. 

• Maintenance and inspection logs: Reveal skipped checks, altered records, or falsified 

repair histories. 

• Black-box data: The truck’s onboard electronic control module records speed, braking, 

and tire pressure data. 

• Cargo and weight reports: Prove overloading or unbalanced weight distribution that 

contributed to failure. 

• Manufacturer documents: Indicate recalls, prior complaints, or known safety issues 

with the same tire model. 

• Witness and expert testimony: Clarifies how the blowout occurred and whether it was 

preventable. 

Gathering and interpreting this evidence takes experience and persistence. Trucking companies 

and insurers work quickly to protect themselves, often repairing or scrapping the truck within 

days. Victims need immediate help to ensure that critical proof is preserved before it 

disappears. 

The fight for compensation after a truck tire blowout 

Victims of blowout-related truck accidents often face devastating injuries and long-term 

financial strain. Compensation can cover medical expenses, lost wages, pain and suffering, 

disability, and, in some cases, wrongful death. 



Insurance carriers, however, rarely make the process simple. They may deny liability, argue that 

the blowout was unavoidable, or offer a low settlement before the full cost of recovery is 

known. Calculating fair compensation requires detailed financial analysis and expert medical 

evaluations to project long-term care needs and lost earning capacity. 

For those injured, the process can feel overwhelming. Yet, with experienced guidance, it 

becomes manageable. The right advocate knows how to counter insurer tactics, negotiate from 

strength, and pursue every dollar available under Alabama law. 

Holding negligent parties accountable for preventable failures 

Tire blowouts on Alabama highways are rarely unavoidable accidents. They are preventable 

failures caused by negligence, poor maintenance, or defective tires that put innocent drivers in 

danger. Victims should not be left to carry the financial and emotional burden of someone 

else’s mistakes. 

Dean Waite & Associates, LLC has earned a reputation across Alabama for standing up to 

trucking companies, manufacturers, and insurers that try to avoid responsibility. The firm’s 

team knows how to uncover the truth, build powerful evidence, and fight for the maximum 

compensation victims deserve. 

If you or a loved one were injured in a truck accident caused by a tire blowout, contact us for a 

free consultation. Our experienced Alabama truck accident lawyers will review your case, 

explain your options, and fight to make sure you are not left paying the price for preventable 

negligence. 
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