$3.5 Million Settlement After Deadly Truck Crash in Mobile County

How Alabama Truck Accident Lawyers Secure Justice Against Powerful Trucking
Companies

A single moment on the highway can change everything. For one Mobile County family, tragedy
struck when their loved one, a professional truck driver, was killed instantly in a violent collision
on Highway 43. The crash was sudden, devastating, and avoidable — caused when another 18-
wheeler pulled into his path from a gas station parking lot.

In the aftermath of a loss this severe, families are left with grief, unanswered questions, and the
overwhelming challenge of pursuing justice against trucking companies and their insurers.
These are not easy cases. They involve powerful defendants, high financial stakes, and
aggressive insurance adjusters determined to protect their bottom line.

Ultimately, what families need is truth, accountability, and closure. At Dean Waite & Associates,
LLC, our Mobile truck accident lawyers fight to deliver exactly that.

What Happened in the Highway 43 Truck Crash?

Our client was traveling southbound in his tractor-trailer when another 18-wheeler attempted
to pull out of a gas station directly into his lane. With no chance to stop, his cab collided with
the side of the trailer. The force of the impact was fatal.

The trucking company’s insurer quickly tried to shift blame. They argued that our client’s speed
played a role, hoping to reduce their liability. But the truth was captured on surveillance
footage from the gas station itself. That video told the real story: the other driver created a
deadly hazard by pulling out when it was unsafe to do so. Speed was not a factor.

That footage was decisive. It prevented the insurer from rewriting the narrative and ultimately
resulted in a $3.5 million settlement, covering the full amount of available insurance coverage.

Why Video Evidence Can Make or Break a Truck Accident Case

Video evidence is one of the most powerful tools in a truck crash investigation. Without it,
insurers have room to speculate, delay, or blame the victim. With it, the facts are undeniable.

In this case, the gas station footage dismantled the insurer’s arguments. It proved, beyond
guestion, which driver was responsible. This is why immediate investigation after a crash is so
important. Surveillance cameras, dashcams, and traffic cameras may only preserve footage for
days or weeks before it’s overwritten or lost.

When preserved in time, video can:

e Establish the sequence of events.
e Show the exact position and movement of vehicles.
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e Refute claims of speeding or distraction.
e Provide clarity to juries who might otherwise hear conflicting testimony.

Without that evidence, the outcome for this family could have been very different.
What Other Evidence Matters in Alabama Truck Accident Cases?

While video is powerful, it’s just one piece of the puzzle. Truck accident litigation often hinges
on specialized evidence that most people don’t even realize exists. Preserving and analyzing
this information is where skilled truck accident lawyers gain leverage against powerful trucking
companies.

What Is Black Box Data and Why Does It Matter?

Most commercial trucks are equipped with electronic control modules (ECMs), commonly
referred to as “black boxes.” These devices record vital data in the moments before and after a
crash, such as:

e Vehicle speed.

e Brake application and timing.
e Engine performance.

e Sudden deceleration events.

Black box data can reveal whether the driver was speeding, braking properly, or following too
closely, which is information that insurers often try to conceal.

How Do Logbooks and ELDs Factor Into a Case?

Truck drivers are subject to strict federal rules limiting the hours they can drive without rest.
Electronic logging devices (ELDs) now automatically track these hours. Reviewing this data can

uncover violations such as:

e Driving beyond the maximum allowable hours.
e Skipping required rest breaks.
e Logbook falsification to cover up fatigue.

Driver fatigue is a leading cause of truck accidents, and ELD evidence can directly prove
negligence.

Why Are Maintenance Records Critical?

Federal law requires trucking companies to inspect and maintain their fleets on a regular basis.
Maintenance logs can show whether a company neglected brake repairs, tire replacements, or
other critical safety measures. A single missed inspection can expose a pattern of negligence
that contributed to the crash.

What Role Do Rapid Response Teams Play?
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Large trucking companies often deploy “rapid response teams” within hours of a crash. These
teams comprise investigators, lawyers, and insurance representatives whose primary goal is to
protect the company’s interests. They gather evidence, interview witnesses, and sometimes
even control access to the crash site.

Without an attorney stepping in quickly for the victim’s side, valuable evidence can disappear
or be shaped to the trucking company’s advantage.

How Do Trucking Companies Try to Avoid Responsibility?

Trucking companies and their insurers have a lot to lose when a fatal crash occurs. They often
respond with aggressive defense strategies, such as:

e Arguing the victim was speeding or distracted.

e Suggesting injuries were pre-existing.

e Delaying or withholding evidence like black box data or maintenance logs.

e Making low settlement offers in hopes that families will accept out of desperation.

In the Highway 43 case, the defense tried to argue that speed was the cause. But with clear
surveillance video in hand, that strategy collapsed.

What Compensation Is Available After a Fatal Truck Accident?

Alabama law takes a very different approach to wrongful death damages than most states. In
fact, the only recoverable damages in an Alabama wrongful death lawsuit are punitive
damages.

Unlike compensatory damages, which reimburse a family for financial losses, punitive damages
are designed to punish the wrongdoer and deter others from similar misconduct. This means
that the court does not consider medical bills, funeral expenses, or the family’s financial
hardships when calculating damages. Instead, the focus is squarely on the severity of the at-
fault party’s conduct.

Punitive damages can be significant, particularly when a trucking company or driver engaged in
reckless, intentional, or grossly negligent behavior. Courts weigh how dangerous the actions
were, how preventable the crash might have been, and whether the responsible party showed
disregard for safety.

While this system is unusual compared to the rest of the country, it reflects Alabama’s
emphasis on accountability and deterrence. For families, it really shows the importance of
having a lawyer who knows how to prove egregious misconduct and present the strongest
possible case in court.

Why Timing Is Critical After a Truck Accident in Alabama
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Evidence in truck crash cases can vanish quickly. Black box data may be overwritten,
surveillance footage erased, and witnesses’ memories fade. Meanwhile, trucking companies are
already working behind the scenes to limit their liability.

The sooner an attorney is involved, the better the chances of preserving critical evidence and
building a strong case. This is one of the reasons our Mobile truck accident lawyers stress the
importance of acting quickly.

Standing Up for Families After Catastrophic Truck Accidents

Truck accidents are among the most devastating events on Alabama’s roads. Families deserve
answers and accountability, and they deserve a law firm that won’t back down from powerful
trucking companies and their insurers.

At Dean Waite & Associates, LLC, we have built a reputation for fighting — and winning —
when the stakes are highest. In the Highway 43 case, we secured a $3.5 million settlement for
our client’s family by moving quickly, uncovering decisive video evidence, and refusing to let
the insurer control the story.

If your family has suffered because of a serious truck crash, let us fight for you. Contact our
office today for a free consultation. We'll listen to your story, explain your legal options, and get
to work immediately. You owe nothing unless we recover compensation for you.
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