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10 Facts You Need to Know About Hit and Runs

We see it all the time in movies and television - an unknown driver hits someone or 
something, and rather than doing what’s right by stopping and calling the appropriate 
authorities, they speed off. Despite how common hit and runs are, it’s easy for the 
average person to think it won’t happen to them. We want to believe that others will do 
the right thing and take accountability. Though this is the case for most everyday people 
like us, such an optimistic perspective casts a sobering shadow on the reality of 
statistics:

 1. On average, hit and runs account for more than 5% of fatal accidents.
 2. Causing a hit-and-run triggers a person’s fight-or-flight response in their brain,   
  inducing overwhelming fear and panic that influence them to flee the scene.
 3. Each year, the number of hit and runs reported consistently increases by 7.2%.
 4. When looking at fatal accidents involving pedestrians, 20% were caused by a   
  fleeing driver.
 5. Studies have shown that even just 2 seconds of a distraction can increase the   
  likelihood of crashing by 20 times.
 6. In 2015 alone, 737,100 hit-and-run accidents were reported.
 7. Comparing statistics from 2009 to 2016, hit-and-run fatalities increased by 60%.
 8. The leading causes of hit-and-runs are primarily distracted driving and driving under  
  the influence.
 9. Nearly 80% of hit-and-run fatalities claimed the lives of pedestrians and bicyclists   
  alike.
  10. More than half of Americans surveyed admitted to using their phones while driving.

In Alabama, you may still be able to recover if you’ve been the victim of a hit-and-run. If 
we can identify the hit-and-run vehicle, we may be able to recover from the automobile 
insurance policy on that vehicle. Also, if you carry uninsured motorist coverage on your 
automobile policy, you may be able to recover if you’re the victim of a hit and run. Give 
us a call so we can explore your legal options after a hit and run.
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Quick & Easy Back-To-School Refreshers

Time flies when you’re having fun, and the sun is almost setting on our summer season! 
Out of all the high hopes, goals, and intentions your child is setting for the academic year 
ahead, sprinkle in some quick back-to-school safety tips:

 1. Always opt for walking on the sidewalk. When there isn’t a sidewalk, go “against the  
  grain” by walking facing the traffic to keep yourself visible and aware.
 2. Stay with your child until the bus arrives. Use the time spent waiting for the bus to   
  review fun facts, recall lessons learned on their homework from the night prior, or   
  set achievable goals for the day ahead.
 3. If driving your child to school, tell them about a driver’s obligation to be safe around  
  buses and crosswalks, such as never passing a bus loading or unloading children,  
  or acknowledging and making eye contact with anyone passing the road.
 4. When biking to school, prioritize personal safety and biking etiquette. This can   
  include stressing the importance of coming to a full stop and walking their bike   
  through a crosswalk.
 5. Brightly colored backpacks, bracelets, and clothing not only look cool, but they   
  increase your child’s visibility to other drivers and pedestrians, too!
 6. While waiting for the bus to arrive, remind them to stand 6 feet away from the curb  
  for safety’s sake and to account for driver error when pulling up to a curb.
 7. Always set a good example when walking, biking, or driving with your child to   
  school. Regardless of their age, practicing what you preach is critically important.
 8. Remind your child that the area 10 feet around a car or bus is a bad place to linger.  
  Carefully exiting a bus or car and then promptly, but safely, moving onto your next  
  location is the best move.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you or a loved one have experienced a neck or other bodily injury because of a car, 
truck, motorcycle, or any other vehicular accident, you deserve closure. An attorney that 
is highly experienced in personal injury, work-related injury, or wrongful death, is vital to 
involve immediately in your case. Call 866-434-5840 for your initial free consultation. 
Dean Waite, Attorneys at Law in Mobile, Alabama are here to help.
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Recipe of the Month
Tomato and Goat Cheese Tarts

It’s tomato season and if you’re wondering what to do with the abundance, try this savory 
tart. 

Ingredients:

 • 1 package (17.3 ounces/2 sheets) puff pastry, defrosted 
 • Olive oil 
 • 4 cups thinly sliced yellow onions (2 large onions) 
 • 3 large garlic cloves, cut into thin slivers 
 • Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 • 3 tablespoons dry white wine 
 • 2 teaspoons minced fresh thyme leaves 
 • 4 tablespoons freshly grated Parmesan, plus 2 ounces shaved with a vegetable   
  peeler 
 • 4 ounces garlic-and-herb goat cheese (recommended: Montrachet) 
 • 1 large tomato, cut into four 1/4-inch-thick slices 
 • 3 tablespoons julienned basil leaves

Directions:

 1. Unfold a sheet of puff pastry on a lightly floured surface and roll it lightly into an   
  11-by-11-inch square. Using a 6-inch-wide saucer or other round objects as a guide,  
  cut 2 circles from the sheet of puff pastry, discarding the scraps. Repeat with the   
  second pastry sheet to make 4 circles in all. Place the pastry circles on 2 sheet pans  
  lined with parchment paper and refrigerate until ready to use. 
 2. Preheat the oven to 425 degrees F. 
 3. Heat 3 tablespoons of olive oil in a large skillet over medium to low heat and add the  
  onions and garlic. Sauté for 15 to 20 minutes, stirring frequently, until the onions are  
  limp and there is almost no moisture remaining in the skillet. Add 1/2 teaspoon salt,  
  1/4 teaspoon pepper, the wine, and thyme, and continue to cook for another 10   
  minutes, until the onions are lightly browned. Remove from the heat. 
 4. Using a sharp paring knife, score a 1/4-inch-wide border around each pastry circle.  
  Prick the pastry inside the score lines with the tines of a fork and sprinkle a   
  tablespoon of grated Parmesan on each round, staying inside the scored border. 
 5. Place 1/4 of the onion mixture on each circle, again staying within the scored edge.  
  Crumble 1 ounce of goat cheese on top of the onions. Place a slice of tomato in the  
  center of each tart. Brush the tomato lightly with olive oil and sprinkle with basil, salt,  
  and pepper. Finally, scatter 4 or 5 shards of Parmesan on each tart. 
 6. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes, until the pastry is golden brown. The bottom sheet pan   
  may need a few extra minutes in the oven. Serve hot or warm.

Recipe courtesy of Ina Garten
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What's Happening in & Around Mobile

Festival of Quilts
Abba Shrine
Mobile

Dauphin Beer Festival
B-Bob’s
Mobile

Blues on the River
Mt. Vernon

Bacon & Brew Music Bash
Heritage Park
Foley

2nd Annual Gulf Coast Bully & Car Show Off
Pioneer Park
Summerdale

Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo
Gulf Shores, AL

Disclaimer: Content of this newsletter may not be used or reproduced without written 
permission of the author. This newsletter is not intended to replace the services of an 
attorney. No expressed or implied guarantees have been made or are made by the author 
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substitute for professional legal advice.
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