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Car Accidents While On-The-Clock

 

We all know that the laws surrounding car accidents can be extremely complicated and 
difficult to understand. Therefore, people entrust attorneys who specialize in personal 
injury and vehicular accidents like our team at Dean Waite to handle their cases. But 
what about when someone gets into a car accident while on the job? This one factor can 
add so many layers of complexity that it’s no wonder people turn to attorneys with 
expertise in these specific cases.

In a scenario where you cause a car accident while using your personal vehicle on your 
own time, you’re liable for your damages and the other parties’ damages. However, in 
situations where you’re driving your car, or a company car, for a work-related task when 
the accident occurs, your employer may also be liable. It’s important to note that this 
doesn’t always take away your own liability, which is another layer of complexity that a 
specialized attorney can tackle.

How could your employer be liable for a work-related car accident that you 
caused?

 • If you were “on-the-clock” when the car accident occurred, your employer may also  
  be liable.
 • If you were performing a work-related task that required you to be driving when the  
  accident occurred, your employer may be liable.
 • If you were driving to carry out a specific task that your boss or employer requested  
  of you, they may also be liable.

What can an attorney do for you in a work-related car accident?

 • Advise you of your rights
 • Help shield you from liability
 • Work to pursue compensation for your damages

Even if the car accident wasn’t directly caused by you as the driver, your employer may 
still be liable for any injuries you suffered because of the accident. This could then 
qualify you to file a workers’ compensation claim and even pursue compensation for 
damages related to the accident from your employer. It all boils down to this: regardless 
of who caused the accident, the chance of a highly beneficial outcome greatly increases 
when you enlist an experienced personal injury and motor vehicle accident attorney.
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6 Hidden Risks of Common Christmas Decorations

 

‘Tis (almost) the season, and with everyone still being relatively cooped up because of 
COVID, we can only imagine how much more work will go into the holiday decorations 
this year throughout neighborhoods in the States! With limited options for events and 
gatherings this holiday season, decorating your indoor and outdoor spaces is more 
exciting than ever. With all the extra jolly decor and lights comes a looming concern from 
many safety professionals: the hidden risks of common Christmas decorations. We 
looked at 6 common Christmas decorations and traditions that can pose a hidden danger 
to you and your family when not installed and enjoyed carefully.

 1. Traditional holiday plants, such as holly, poinsettia, mistletoe, amaryllis, and   
  daffodils, make for stunning displays of the holiday spirit. They can, however, be   
  highly toxic when ingested. Most commonly, house pets such as cats or dogs are   
  the culprits, but small children may be susceptible to curiosity as well.

 2. String lights, which are arguably the staple of the holiday season entirely, can pose  
  a big fire and electrical shock hazard. An outdated set of lights can harbor a frayed  
  wire that may catch flames and may even shock or burn wandering fingers. Check  
  out LEDs for a cooler-to-touch option!

 3. Not all battery-operated decorations are made equal, and some have faulty   
  enclosures for their batteries. A loose battery may look like a fun toy to a house pet,  
  or even a snack-opportunity for a small child. Double-check battery enclosures and  
  use electrical tape, or duct tape, to make sure they’re held in tight.

 4. Whether you're on team ‘natural tree’ or ‘pro-artificial,’ both come with their plethora  
  of risks. Natural trees can dry out and become a fire hazard when combined with   
  lights, electrical outlets, or being near lit candles. Likewise, not all artificial trees are  
  made fire-resistant - be sure to look out for the fire-resistant safety seal on its   
  packaging.

 5. Candles set a homey, comfortable mood to enjoy the festivities. Letting your guard  
  down with real candles, even for a second, can turn deadly. Many Christmas   
  decorations are flammable, such as the tree itself, which is responsible for causing  
  1 out of every 30 Christmas tree fire-related deaths. Choose fake flames or   
  extinguish real flames any time you leave the premises.

 6. Overloading the power outlets and not taking preventative measures, such as using  
  GFCI (ground-fault circuit interrupters) outlets or power surge protectors is a quick  
  way to cause an electrical fire. Electricity is often taken for granted until it's gone, so  
  reduce your outlet load by limiting the number of appliances plugged in and   
  investing in a timer to turn off the power.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you or a loved one have experienced a neck or other bodily injury because of a car, 
truck, motorcycle, or any other vehicular accident, you deserve closure. An attorney that 
is highly experienced in personal injury, work-related injury or wrongful death, is vital to 
involve immediately in your case. Call 866-434-5840 for your initial free consultation. 
Dean Waite, Attorneys at Law in Mobile, Alabama are here to help.
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Recipe of the Month
Harvest Chicken Casserole

This satisfying casserole has ALL your fall favorites and makes enough to feed a large 
family.  

INGREDIENTS

 • 2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil, divided, plus more for baking dish 
 • 2 lb. boneless skinless chicken breasts
 • Kosher salt
 • Freshly ground black pepper
 • 1/2 onion, chopped
 • 2 medium sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into small cubes
 • 1 lb. brussels sprouts, trimmed and quartered
 • 2 cloves garlic, minced
 • 2 tsp. fresh thyme leaves
 • 1 tsp. paprika
 • 1/2 tsp. ground cumin
 • 1/2 c. low-sodium chicken broth, divided
 • 6 c. cooked wild rice
 • 1/2 c. dried cranberries
 • 1/2 c. sliced almonds

DIRECTIONS

 1. Preheat oven to 350° and grease a 9"-x-13" baking dish with oil. In a large, deep   
  skillet over medium-high heat, heat 1 tablespoon oil. Season chicken with salt and  
  pepper. Add chicken to skillet and cook until golden and cooked through, 8 minutes  
  per side. Let rest 10 minutes, then cut into 1" pieces. 
 2. Heat another tablespoon oil over medium heat. Add onion, sweet potatoes,   
  Brussels sprouts, garlic, thyme, paprika, and cumin. Season with salt and pepper   
  and cook until softened, 5 minutes. Add 1/4 cup broth, bring to a simmer, and cook,  
  covered, 5 minutes. 
 3. Place cooked rice in a large baking dish and season with salt and pepper. Stir in   
  chicken, cranberries, cooked vegetables, and remaining 1/4 cup broth. Top with   
  almonds and bake until dish is hot, and almonds are toasted, 15 to 18 minutes.  

Recipe courtesy of delish.com
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What's Happening In & Around Mobile
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused many large events to be cancelled or postponed. 
To ensure public safety, we would like to encourage you to enjoy some socially distant 
activities in your area.

Battleship USS ALABAMA

The Fort of Colonial Mobile

GulfQuest - National Maritime Museum 

WildNative Tours

Perdido Queen Cruises

Sunshine Canoes

Disclaimer: Content of this newsletter may not be used or reproduced without written 
permission of the author. This newsletter is not intended to replace the services of an 
attorney. No expressed or implied guarantees have been made or are made by the author 
or publisher. Information in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and is not a 
substitute for professional legal advice.
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